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Philosophy of Performing Arts Education 

 

The Litchfield School District performing arts program seeks to provide as many students as 

possible with meaningful, independent and collaborative musical experiences that foster a 

lifelong involvement in the presentation, understanding, and appreciation of the artistic 

disciplines of music, dance, and theater.  The program includes performing and non-

performing opportunities for students with various interests.  Arts education has had a formal 

place in American schools at least since the early1800s. The unique and essential 

contributions of the arts to every child’s growth and development were as clear to Americans 

then as they are to us today.  Research shows that music education provides students with the 

foundational abilities to learn, to achieve in other core academic subjects, and to develop the 

capacities, skills and knowledge essential for lifelong success.1 

 

 

 

 

Committee Members 

 

Jill Deleault, Campbell High School teacher 

Barbara LaBelle, Griffin Memorial School teacher 

Carolyn Leite, Litchfield Middle School teacher 

Phil Martin, Campbell High School teacher 

Dr. Julie Heon, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 

 

 

 
1 Arts Education Partnership, Music Matters: How Music Education Helps Students Learn, 

Achieve, and Succeed, Washington, D.C., September 2011. 
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Performing Arts Education Instructional Practices 

 

 
The attached curriculum framework contains indicators of students’ acquisition of skills and 

knowledge in each grade level and/or course. Indicators are grouped by each graduation 

competency. 

 

Graduation competencies are aligned to the National Core Arts Standards, found at 

www.nationalartsstandards.org. 

 

Each grade/course is accompanied by an instructional scope and sequence and detailed 

instructional units. 

  

Please note that public performance is a requirement for students in all performing ensembles 

and reflected in student grades. 

 

Instructional units shall incorporate college and career ready literacy. (see Appendix) 

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
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Performing Arts Education 

K-12 Graduation Competencies 

 

 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and 

completion. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying 

meaning. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of 

meaning. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context 

as well as personal experiences. 

  

 

 

 



GMS 

Litchfield School District                           Approved 4/2016                                          5 

 

KINDERGARTEN 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Create musical effects for songs, poems, and stories. 

 Distinguish between tone color/sound sources. 

 Create personal songs. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read simple rhythm patterns (quarter and eighth notes, and quarter rest in Kodaly 

notation). 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Distinguish between singing and speaking voice. 

 Echo and perform melodic patterns (sol, la, mi). 

 Demonstrate ability to maintain steady beat. 

 Echo and perform simple rhythm patterns (quarter and eighth notes, and quarter rest in 

Kodaly notation). 
 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify contrasting musical elements and styles. 

 Respond to a single melodic line (monophonic). 

 Move purposefully to selected prominent features in a piece of music. 

 Evaluate music based on personal preference. 
 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Associate language and music through wordplay, poems, chants, literature and songs. 

 Relate visual art, creative play, and movements to music performance. 

 Discern music of various genres, cultures, and historical periods. 

 Demonstrate an awareness that a variety of music exists in their world. 

 Explain that music evokes feelings and personal responses. 
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GRADE 1 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Improvise musical effects and patterns that enhance songs, poems and stories. 

 Create or play tone color/sound sources. 

 Create personal songs with sol, la, mi and rhythmic pulse. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read and notate simple melodic patterns (sol, mi) & (sol, la, mi). 

 Read and notate simple rhythm patterns (quarter and eighth notes, and quarter rests in 

Kodaly notation; double bar and repeat). 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform with an expressive speaking and singing voice. 

 Echo and perform melodic patterns (sol, la, mi, re, do). 

 Perform the difference between melodic rhythm of the words and steady beat. 

 Echo and perform simple rhythm patterns (quarter and eighth notes, and quarter rests in 

Kodaly notation) & (half note and half rest in Kodaly). 

 Play tonic ostinato (repeated pattern) on steady beat to accompany melody. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Contrast high and low, tempo, and form in response to music stimuli. 

 Discuss simple characteristics of aural examples. 

 Discern a variety of historical and cultural music styles and genres. 

 Identify single melodic line with unpatched accompaniment effects, and with tonic 

accompaniment. 

 Explain, using simple vocabulary, personal preferences for music. 
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CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

 

Indicators: 

 Associate language and music through wordplay, poems, chants, literature and songs. 

 Relate visual art, creative play and movements to enhance music performances.  

 Identify simply characteristics of music of various genres and cultures. 

 Relate music to time/history and setting.   

 Describe personal preferences in music. 

 Discuss the role of music in the child’s life and the lives of other children.   

 Identify occupations in which people sing or play musical instruments. 
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GRADE 2 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic patterns in response to a musical prompt. 

 Design musical ideas with tone color/sound sources. 

 Create personal songs with do, re, mi, sol, la and rhythmic pulse. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read and notate simple melodic patterns. (sol, la, mi) and (do, re) 

 Read and notate simple melodic line with pitched ostinato (repeated pattern) 

accompaniment. 

 Read and notate simple rhythm patterns (quarter and eighth notes, and quarter rest in 

Kodaly notation; double bar and repeat) & (half note and half rest in Kodaly; tied notes, 

fermata, duple meter). 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate expressive speaking and singing voice. 

 Echo and perform melodic patterns (sol, la, mi, re, do, high do, low sol and low la). 

 Sing vocal ostinati (repeated patterns) to accompany pentatonic 

 (5 tone) melody. 

 Perform melodic rhythms and steady beat at the same time, or switch from one to the other 

on cue. 

 Echo and perform simple rhythm patterns, (quarter, eighth and half notes, and quarter and 

half rests in Kodaly) & (dotted half notes, whole notes, whole rest, and syncopation in 

Kodaly). 

 Perform four measure rhythmic canons in two parts. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Move to melodic direction rhythms and phrases. 

 Identify steady beats, recurring simple rhythmic and melodic patterns, and tone color of 

some instruments. 
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 Identify characteristics of music related to historical style and culture. 

 Identify single melodic line with pitched ostinati (repeated patterns) accompaniment. 

 Explain, using simple vocabulary, personal preferences for music. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare music and mathematical patterns. 

 Identify similarities and differences among the various arts in relation to the music making 

experience. 

 Identify characteristics and instruments of Hispanic music. 

 Identify simply characteristics of music from various historical periods. 

 Distinguish the use of music for specific events. 

 Describe how music makes one feel in relation to personal experience. 

 Identify local resources where people can take part in singing. 
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GRADE 3 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Improvise one to two bar responses in the style of the musical prompt. 

 Create and arrange rhythmic and melodic ostinati (repeated patterns) employing a variety 

of sound sources to accompany songs, poems, stories. 

 Create personal songs and accompaniments using pentatonic (5 tone) patterns in duple and 

triple meter.  

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read and notate melodic patterns. (sol, la, mi, re, do) & (low sol, low la, and high do) 

 Read and notate simple rhythmic and melodic accompaniment patterns. 

 Read and notate rhythm patterns (quarter, eighth, and half notes, and quarter and half 

rests) & (dotted half and whole notes, whole rest, syncopation and triple meter). 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate healthy singing techniques, including singing posture, breathe support, and 

falsetto (high voice). 

 Echo and perform melodic patterns (sol, la, mi, re, do, high do, low sol, low la, and low 

ti). 

 Sing or use vocal sounds to perform 8-measure melodic canon in two and three parts, and 

sing partner songs. 

 Demonstrate ability to perform melodic rhythm and pulse at the same time. 

 Echo and perform simple rhythm (quarter, eighth, half, dotted half, and whole notes; 

quarter, half, and whole rests, and syncopation) & (triplet and dotted quarter patterns). 

 Perform two complimentary accompaniment ostinati (repeated patterns) using speech, 

movement, body percussion, and pitched/unpitched percussion. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Move to music forms, metered and unmetered patterns, melodic contour and beat/no beat. 

 Identify styles and characteristics of aural examples including form, melodic and rhythmic 

phrases, and vocal and instrumental tone quality. 
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 Identify by genre or style aural examples of music from a variety of historical periods and 

cultures. 

 Identify and move to polyphony. 

 Create personal criteria to evaluate music they perform and hear. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding of how concepts in the various arts are similar and 

different. 

 Identify the interrelationship of music and other disciplines taught in school. 

 Identify characteristics and instruments of Asian music. 

 Identify characteristics of orchestral and world string instruments. 

 Describe various uses of music in daily experiences and those of people throughout the 

world. 

 Describe the qualities of music appropriate for special occasions and daily life. 

 Identify professions where skills of arranging and composing music are used. 
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GRADE 4 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Improvise two to four measure answer phrases in the same style as the musical prompt. 

 Improvise using voice, based on three note patterns using solfege. 

 Create and arrange rhythmic melodies and accompaniments that employ a variety of 

sound sources. 

 Create personal songs and accompaniments using diatonic patterns in duple and triple 

meter. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read and notate melodic patterns. (sol, la, mi, re, do, low sol, low la, and high do) & (low 

ti, high ti, and fa). 

 Read and notate rhythmic and melodic accompaniments at student reading level. 

 Read and notate rhythm patterns (quarter, eighth, half, dotted half, and whole notes; 

quarter, half and whole rests; syncopation) & (sixteenth notes, triplets, dotted rhythms, 6/8 

meter, and key signatures). 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate healthy singing techniques including singing posture, breath support, falsetto 

(high voice) and unified vowels 

 Echo and perform melodic patterns both in major and minor tonalities. 

 Sing melody with descant, melodic canons in two and three parts, vocal ostinato (repeated 

pattern) to accompany tonic songs, and partner songs. 

 Demonstrate ability to perform multiple melodic rhythms and rhythmic patterns while 

maintaining a steady pulse. 

 Echo and perform simple rhythm patterns using standard notation (see reading indicators). 

 Play descant for melody played or sung, melodic canon in two or three parts, and two or 

more complimentary ostinati (repeated patterns) to accompany tonic songs. 

 Play I-V harmonic patterns to accompany melody. 
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RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Move to musical stimuli that reflects the musical characteristics and/or elements. 

 Describe music characteristics, using appropriate terminology, of expanded listening 

repertoire. 

 Distinguish among the characteristics of music from a variety of historical periods and 

cultures. 

 Identify melody with simple I-V harmonic accompaniments. 

 Make musical decisions based on their personal criteria. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

 

Indicators: 

 Associate music connections with historical, social, and economic events. 

 Define and describe concepts within and between the various art forms. 

 Identify characteristics and instruments of music of the Americas. 

 Identify characteristics of woodwind and brass instruments. 

 Explain the influence of culture and location on music. 

 Describe characteristics that make music (performed and heard) suitable for a specific 

purpose, and that evoke an emotional response. 

 Evaluate own performances for strengths and weaknesses. 
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Grade 5  General Music 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators:  

 Create and arrange music to accompany readings and dramatizations. 

 Create and arrange short songs and instrumental pieces within specified guidelines. 

 Demonstrate a variety of sound sources when composing and arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth and dotted notes, and rests in 2/4 and 4/4 meter 

signatures in traditional and non-traditional methods and articulation. 

 Continue to develop their ability to move their voice upward, downward or repeat pitches 

based on the appearance of melodic notation. 

 Apply traditional symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics in pattern or in 

song. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Continue to develop their ability to sing in tune with correct rhythm in ensembles.  

 Sing expressively with appropriate dynamics, phrasing and interpretation. 

 Respond to the cues of a conductor. 

 Sing songs, some from memory, representing a variety of styles and cultures. 

 Sing ostinati, partner songs, and rounds. 

 Demonstrate appropriate playing techniques when using pitched and unpitched classroom 

instruments. 

 Echo longer rhythmic and melodic patterns on pitched and unpitched classroom 

instruments. 

 Maintain a steady tempo while playing rhythmic and melodic patterns       on classroom 

instruments. 

 Play independent instrumental parts while other students sing/play contrasting parts. 

 Continue to develop their ability to play in groups blending timbres, using appropriate 

dynamic levels and responding to the cues of a conductor. 

 Use and maintain classroom instruments in an appropriate manner.   
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RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Continue to develop their ability to identify phrases and sections of music that are the 

same, similar, and/or different. 

 Identify musical forms such as AB, ABA, AABA, theme and variations, and rondo in 

response to a given example. 

 Apply appropriate terminology to explain music, music notation, musical instruments and 

voices, and music performances. 

 Demonstrate perceptual skills by listening to, answering questions    about, and 

describing music of various styles and cultures. 

 Identify the sound of wind, percussion, and string instruments of   various cultures and 

the sound of adult male and female voices. 

 Articulate and demonstrate appropriate audience manners at performances. 

 Begin to recognize specific criteria that affects the quality of musical compositions and 

performances. 

 Explain personal preferences for compositions, styles and performances using appropriate 

terminology. 

 Evaluate constructively the quality of their own and others' musical efforts. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Identify similarities and differences in the meaning of terms used    in common among 

the arts (shape, color, texture, form, rhythm). 

 Be provided with experiences that interrelate music and other disciplines taught in school.   

 Listen to and identify by genre or style, examples of music from various historical periods 

and world cultures.  

 Continue to develop their ability to identify the use of music within their suitable for each 

use. 

 Begin to describe how elements of music are used in music examples from various world 

cultures. 

 Identify and describe roles of musicians in various settings and cultures. 
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Grade 6  General Music 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety. 

 Demonstrate a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources and electronic media 

when composing and arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in simple meters. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm and tempo. 

 Apply a system of symbols or letter names to read simple pitch notation of at least one 

octave in the concert pitch scale.   

 Apply standard notation and non-traditional notation to record their musical ideas and the 

musical ideas of others. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform on at least one classroom instrument accurately and independently, alone and in 

ensemble, demonstrating proper playing positions for the respective instrument. 

 Echo a variety of rhythmic and melodic patterns on pitched and unpitched classroom 

instruments. 

 Set and maintain a steady tempo while playing more sophisticated rhythmic and melodic 

patterns. 

 Exhibit an appreciation for the proper care and maintenance of any instrument. 

 Play an instrumental part where both hands are doing something different. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Describe musical elements upon listening to a given example, using appropriate 

terminology.  
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 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, 

chords, and harmonic progressions and their application in analyzing written and/or aural 

(listened to) examples of music. 

 Analyze and compare the use of the elements of music upon listening to examples 

representing diverse genres and cultures. 

 Identify commonly used musical forms, such as AB [binary], ABA [ternary], rondo, 

theme and variations, and fugue. 

 Articulate and demonstrate appropriate concert behavior. 

 Develop criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances and 

compositions and apply the criteria in their own personal listening and performing. 

 Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others' performances, 

compositions, arrangements by applying specific criteria appropriate for the style of the 

music and offer constructive suggestions for improvement. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare how the characteristic media of two or more arts can be used to transform 

similar events, scenes, emotions, or ideas into works of art. 

 Compare the terminology and contrasting definitions used for various artistic elements in 

each of two or more arts. 

 Describe how the principles and subject matter of other school disciplines interrelate with 

those of music.  

 Discuss a variety of the skills inherent in most of the Fine and Performing Arts and how 

they are unique to that art form. 

 Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles from a 

variety of cultures.  

 Classify by genre and style (and, if applicable, by historical period composer and title) a 

varied body of exemplary musical works and explain the characteristics that cause each 

work to be considered exemplary. 

 Compare the functions, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically 

performed in several cultures of the world. 
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Grade 7  General Music 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety. 

 Apply traditional or non-traditional notation to represent compositions or arrangements.  

 Apply a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources and electronic media when 

composing and arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in simple meters. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm and tempo. 

 Apply a system of symbols or letter names to read simple pitch  

 Notation of at least one octave in the concert pitch scale.   

 Apply standard notation and non-traditional notation to record their musical ideas and the 

musical ideas of others. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform on at least one classroom instrument accurately and independently, alone and in 

ensemble, demonstrating proper playing positions for the respective instrument. 

 Set and maintain a steady tempo while playing more sophisticated     rhythmic and 

melodic patterns. 

 Play independent instrumental parts while other students sing/play contrasting parts. 

 Play in ensemble, making decisions about blending timbres, using dynamics, choosing 

rhythmic and melodic patterns and responding to each member of the group and the cues 

of the conductor. 

 Exhibit an appreciation for the proper care and maintenance of any instrument. 

 Play an instrumental part where both hands are doing something different. 

 



LMS 

Litchfield School District                           Approved 4/2016                                          19 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Describe musical elements upon listening to a given example, using appropriate 

terminology.  

 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, 

chords, and harmonic progressions and their  application in analyzing written and/or aural 

(listened to) examples of music. 

 Analyze and compare the use of the elements of music upon listening to examples 

representing diverse genres and cultures. 

 Identify commonly used musical forms, such as AB [binary], ABA [ternary], rondo, 

theme and variations, and fugue. 

 Articulate and demonstrate appropriate concert behavior. 

 Develop criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances and 

compositions and apply the criteria in their own personal listening and performing. 

 Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others' performances, 

compositions, arrangements by applying specific criteria appropriate for the style of the 

music and offer constructive suggestions for improvement. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare how the characteristic media of two or more arts can be used to transform 

similar events, scenes, emotions, or ideas into works of art. 

 Compare the terminology and contrasting definitions used for various artistic elements in 

each of two or more arts. 

 Describe how the principles and subject matter of other school disciplines interrelate with 

those of music.  

 Discuss a variety of the skills inherent in most of the Fine and Performing Arts and how 

they are unique to that art form. 

 Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles from a 

variety of cultures.  

 Classify by genre and style (and, if applicable, by historical period composer and title) a 

varied body of exemplary musical works and explain the characteristics that cause each 

work to be considered exemplary. 

 Compare the functions, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically 

performed in several cultures of the world. 
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Grade 8  General Music 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety. 

 Apply traditional or non-traditional notation to represent compositions or arrangements.  

 Apply a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources and electronic media when 

composing and arranging. 

  

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in simple meters. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm and tempo. 

 Apply a system of symbols or letter names to read simple pitch  

 Notation of at least one octave in the concert pitch scale.   

 Apply standard notation and non-traditional notation to record their musical ideas and the 

musical ideas of others. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform on at least one classroom instrument accurately and independently, alone and in 

ensemble, demonstrating proper playing positions for the respective instrument. 

 Set and maintain a steady tempo while playing more sophisticated     rhythmic and 

melodic patterns. 

 Play independent instrumental parts while other students sing/play contrasting parts. 

 Play in ensemble, making decisions about blending timbres, using dynamics, choosing 

rhythmic and melodic patterns and responding to   each member of the group and the 

cues of the conductor. 

 Exhibit an appreciation for the proper care and maintenance of any instrument. 

 Play an instrumental part where both hands are doing something different. 
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RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Describe musical elements upon listening to a given example, using appropriate 

terminology.  

 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, 

chords, and harmonic progressions and their application in analyzing written and/or aural 

(listened to) examples of music. 

 Analyze and compare the use of the elements of music upon listening to examples 

representing diverse genres and cultures. 

 Identify commonly used musical forms, such as AB [binary], ABA [ternary], rondo, 

theme and variations, and fugue. 

 Articulate and demonstrate appropriate concert behavior. 

 Develop criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of music performances and 

compositions and apply the criteria in their own personal listening and performing. 

 Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others' performances, 

compositions, arrangements by applying specific criteria appropriate for the style of the 

music and offer constructive suggestions for improvement. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare how the characteristic media of two or more arts can be used to transform 

similar events, scenes, emotions, or ideas into works of art. 

 Compare the terminology and contrasting definitions used for various artistic elements in 

each of two or more arts. 

 Describe how the principles and subject matter of other school disciplines interrelate with 

those of music.  

 Discuss a variety of the skills inherent in most of the Fine and Performing Arts and how 

they are unique to that art form. 

 Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles from a 

variety of cultures.  

 Classify by genre and style (and, if applicable, by historical period composer and title) a 

varied body of exemplary musical works and explain the characteristics that cause each 

work to be considered exemplary. 

 Compare the functions, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically 

performed in several cultures of the world. 
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Middle School Band – First Year 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety. 

 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were 

written.  

 Demonstrate a variety of traditional sound sources. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth and dotted notes, and rests in 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 meter 

signatures in a traditional method. 

 Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to meter, dynamics, tempo, articulation, 

and the appearance of music on the page (staff, bar lines, clef, repeat signs etc.) and 

interpret them correctly while performing. 

 Apply standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch and dynamics in pattern and/or 

song. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables, letter names or solfege. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables, letter names or solfege. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Play an instrument alone and in an ensemble blending timbres, using appropriate dynamic 

levels and responding to the cues of a conductor. 

 Develop reasonable pitch and characteristic tone quality resulting from good posture and 

playing position, correct embouchure, and good breath, bow or stick control. 

 Maintain a steady tempo while playing melodic and rhythmic patterns. 

 Demonstrate a basic comprehension of key signatures and time signatures. 

 Play independently against contrasting parts.  
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RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify phrases and sections of music that are the same, similar, or different. 

 Identify musical forms studied in general music as they occur in band/orchestral literature. 

 Apply appropriate terminology in reference to musical sounds, notation, and 

characteristics. 

 Identify the sound of band and orchestral instruments. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation   by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models.   

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Identify similarities and differences in the meaning of terms used in common among the 

arts. 

 Recognize the relationship of music to other disciplines taught in school. 
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Middle School Band – More than one year experience  
 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance. 

 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were 

written.  

 Apply a variety of traditional sound sources and electronic media when composing and 

arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in simple and 

compound meters. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

articulation, and expression and the appearance of music on the page (staff, bar lines, 

clefs, repeat signs etc.) and interpret them correctly when performing. 

 Apply a system (syllables, intervals or letters) to sight read simple melodies in both the 

treble and/or bass clefs accurately and expressively.  

 Apply standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of one on a scale 

of one to six. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables, letter names or solfege. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Play an instrument alone and in an ensemble blending timbres, using appropriate dynamic 

levels and responding to the cues of a conductor. 

 Continue to develop reasonable pitch and characteristic tone quality resulting from proper 

posture and playing position, correct embouchure development, and good breath, bow or 

stick control. 

 Maintain a steady tempo while playing melodic and rhythmic patterns. 

 Demonstrate a basic comprehension of key signatures and time           

signatures. 

 Play independently against contrasting parts. 
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RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify and discuss commonly used musical forms (such as AB [binary] and ABA 

[ternary], rondo, theme and variations, and fugue). 

 Analyze and compare the use of the elements of music upon listening to examples 

representing diverse genres and cultures. 

 Listen to and describe specific musical events in a specific piece of music using 

appropriate terminology. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, 

chords, and harmonic progressions in their analysis of  music 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Identify similarities and differences in the meaning of terms used in common among the 

arts. 

 Recognize the relationship of music to other disciplines taught in school. 

 Perform a varied repertoire of music representing various styles cultures. 

 Perform music from various historical periods. 
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Middle School Chorus 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements music 

are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance. 

 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were 

written. 

 Apply traditional or non-traditional notation to represent compositions or arrangements. 

 Demonstrate a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources an electronic media 

when composing and arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in simple meters. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm,    dynamics, tempo, 

articulation, and expression and the appearance of the page (staff, barlines, clefs, repeat 

signs etc.) and interpret them correctly when performing. 

 Apply a system (syllables, intervals or letters) to sight read simple melodies in both the 

treble and/or bass clefs accurately and    expressively. 

 Apply standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of one on a scale 

of one to six. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Fundamentally sing accurately, blending their voices, demonstrating good breath support, 

diction, quality sound production and resonance throughout their singing ranges in small 

and large ensembles. 

 Fundamentally refine their ability to sing expressively and with technical accuracy. 

 Develop the relationship between the ensemble and the conductor to obtain a higher 

quality of musical nuances. 

 Sing music, some from memory, representing diverse genres and cultures. 

 Sing music in two and three parts, with and without accompaniment. 

 Explore the solo voice. 

 Play their voice part on a melodic instrument.  
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 Play accompaniments on melodic, rhythmic or harmonic instruments. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify phrases and sections of music that are the same, similar, or different. 

 Identify musical forms studied in general music as they occur in band/orchestral literature. 

 Apply appropriate terminology in reference to musical sounds, notation, and 

characteristics. 

 Identify the sound of band and orchestral instruments. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Begin to explain how the elements, artistic processes (such as imagination or 

craftsmanship) and organizational principles (such as unity and variety; or repetition and 

contrast) are used in similar and ways in the various arts. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known   associated with 

American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative who have functioned 

in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those individuals. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that it’s aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context.  

 Identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 

Concert Band – First Year 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance. 

 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were 

written.  

 Demonstrate a variety of traditional sound sources and electronic media when composing 

and arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth and dotted notes, and rests in 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 meter 

signatures in a traditional method. 

 Identify symbols and traditional terms referring to meter, dynamics, tempo, articulation, 

and the appearance of music on the page (staff, bar lines, clef, repeat signs etc.) and 

interpret them correctly while performing. 

 Apply standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch and dynamics in pattern and/or 

song. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables, letter names or solfege. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables, letter names or solfege. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Play an instrument alone and in an ensemble blending timbres, using appropriate dynamic 

levels and responding to the cues of a conductor. 

 Develop reasonable pitch and characteristic tone quality resulting from good posture and 

playing position, correct embouchure, and good breath, bow or stick control. 

 Maintain a steady tempo while playing melodic and rhythmic patterns. 

 Demonstrate a basic comprehension of key signatures and time signatures. 

 Play independently against contrasting parts.  



  CHS 

Litchfield School District                           Approved 4/2016                                          29 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify phrases and sections of music that are the same, similar, or different. 

 Identify musical forms studied in general music as they occur in band/orchestral literature. 

 Apply appropriate terminology in reference to musical sounds, notation, and 

characteristics. 

 Identify the sound of band and orchestral instruments. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models.   

 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Identify similarities and differences in the meaning of terms used in common among the 

arts. 

 Recognize the relationship of music to other disciplines taught in school. 
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 Concert Band - More than one year experience 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose short pieces within specific guidelines, demonstrating how the elements of 

music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance. 

 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments other than those for which the pieces were 

written.  

 Apply a variety of traditional sound sources and electronic media when composing and 

arranging. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth and dotted notes and rests in simple and 

compound meters. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

articulation, and expression and the appearance of music on the page (staff, bar lines, 

clefs, repeat signs etc.) and interpret them correctly when performing. 

 Apply a system (syllables, intervals or letters) to sight read simple melodies in both the 

treble and/or bass clefs accurately and expressively.  

 Apply standard notation to record their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of one on a scale 

of one to six. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables, letter names or solfege. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Play an instrument alone and in an ensemble blending timbres, using appropriate dynamic 

levels and responding to the cues of a conductor. 

 Continue to develop reasonable pitch and characteristic tone quality resulting from good 

posture and playing position, correct embouchure development, and good breath, bow or 

stick control. 

 Maintain a steady tempo while playing melodic and rhythmic patterns. 

 Demonstrate a basic comprehension of key signatures and time signatures. 

 Play independently against contrasting parts. 
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RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify and discuss commonly used musical forms (such as AB [binary] and ABA 

[ternary], rondo, theme and variations, and fugue). 

 Analyze and compare the use of the elements of music upon listening to examples 

representing diverse genres and cultures. 

 Listen to and describe specific musical events in a specific piece of music using 

appropriate terminology. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, 

chords, and harmonic progressions in their analysis of music. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Identify similarities and differences in the meaning of terms used in common among the 

arts. 

 Recognize the relationship of music to other disciplines taught in school. 

 Perform a varied repertoire of music representing various styles cultures. 

 Perform music from various historical periods. 
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 Chorus 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose music, demonstrating creativity in using the elements of music for expressive 

effect. 

 Arrange pieces for voices in ways that preserve or enhance the expressive effect of the 

music. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate the ability to read a vocal score of up to five staves by describing how the 

elements of music are used. 

 Sight-read accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of two on a scale 

of one to six. 

 Interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by some contemporary composers. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Sing with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of vocal 

literature with a level of difficulty of three, on a scale of one to six, including some songs 

performed from memory. 

 Sing music written for three parts, with and without accompaniment. 

 Demonstrate well-developed ensemble skills. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music. 

 Identify and explain compositional devices and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works that 

make similar uses of these devices and techniques. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 
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 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Explain and cite examples of how characteristic elements, artistic processes (such as 

imagination and craftsmanship), and organizational principles (such as unity/variety and 

repetition/contrast) are used in similar or distinctive ways in the various arts disciplines. 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musician associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who have 

functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those individuals. 
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Advanced Chorus 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicator: 

 Compose music, demonstrating technical skill in applying the principles of composition. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read a full vocal score by describing how the elements of music are used. 

 Sight-read accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of three on a scale 

of one to six. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Sing with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied   repertoire of vocal 

literature with a level of difficulty of four, on a scale of one to six. 

 Sing music written in four or more parts. 

 Sing in small ensembles with one student on a part. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perceive and remember musical occurrences by listening to and describing in detail 

significant events in a given example. 

 Compare how musical materials are used in a given example, relative to how they are used 

in other works of the same genre or style. 

 Analyze and describe usage of musical elements in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 
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CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and 

presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that define its aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context. 

 Identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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Jazz Ensemble – First Year 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing parts. 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in 

major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate the ability to read an instrumental score of two to four staves by describing 

how the elements of music are used. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of     difficulty of two on a 

scale of one to six. 

 Interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by some contemporary composers. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of 

instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of three, on a scale of one to six. 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble 

skills. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music. 

 Identify and explain compositional devices and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works that 

make similar uses of these devices and techniques. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 
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 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Explain and cite examples of how characteristic elements, artistic processes (such as 

imagination and craftsmanship), and organizational principles (such as unity/variety and 

repetition/contrast) are used in similar or distinctive ways in the various arts disciplines. 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musician associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who have 

functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those individuals. 
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Jazz Ensemble - More than one year experience 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing parts. 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in 

major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate the ability to read a full instrumental score by describing how the elements of 

music are used and explaining all transpositions and clefs. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of three on a scale 

of one to six. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of 

instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of four, on a scale of one to six. 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble 

skills. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate the ability to perceive and remember musical occurrences by listening to and 

describing in detail significant events in a given example. 

 Compare how musical materials are used in a given example, relative to how they are used 

in other works of the same genre or style. 

 Analyze and describe usage of musical elements in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 
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CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and 

presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that define its aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context. 

 Identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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Introduction to Guitar 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Sing parts they are learning to play using neutral syllables and letter name. 

 Sing with rhythmic accuracy. 

 Play with rhythmic accuracy 

 Demonstrate well-developed ensemble skills. 

 Demonstrate the ability to read an instrumental score of two to four staves by describing 

how the elements of music are used. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of two on a scale 

of one to six. 

 Interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by some contemporary composers. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning.  

Indicators: 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of 

instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of two to three on a scale of one to six. 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble 

skills. 

 Perform in small ensembles. 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic   melodies 

 And melodies in major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators:   

 Compose music, demonstrating creativity in using the elements of music for expressive 

effect. 

 Compose and arrange music for instruments other than their own, demonstrating 

knowledge of the ranges and traditional uses of the sound sources. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music. 
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 Identify and explain compositional devices and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works 

that make similar uses of these devices and    techniques.  

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Explain and cite examples of how characteristic elements, artistic processes (such as 

imagination and craftsmanship), and organizational principles (such as unity/variety and 

repetition/contrast) are used in similar or distinctive ways in the various arts disciplines. 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musician associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who 

have functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those 

individuals. 
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ADVANCED GUITAR 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose music, demonstrating technical skill in applying the principles of composition. 

 Arrange pieces for instruments other than those for which the pieces were written in ways 

that preserve or enhance the  

 Expressive effect of the music. 

 Demonstrate proficiency in the use of computer notation and sequencing programs to 

compose and arrange music for instruments. 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in 

major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 Improvise original melodies in a variety of styles, over given chord progressions, each in 

a consistent style, meter, and tonality improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing 

parts in a variety of styles. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble 

skills. 

 Perform in small ensembles. 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of 

instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of four, on a scale of one to six. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate the ability to read an instrumental score of two to four staves by describing 

how the elements of music are used. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of two on a scale 

of one to six. 

 Interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by some contemporary composers. 

 Demonstrate the ability to read a full instrumental score by describing how the elements 

of music are used and explaining all transpositions and clefs. 
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 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of three on a 

scale of one to six 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music. 

 Identify and explain compositional devices and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works 

that make similar uses of these devices and techniques.  

 Demonstrate the ability to perceive and remember musical occurrences by listening to 

and describing in detail significant events in a given example. 

 Compare how musical materials are used in a given example, relative to how they are 

used in other works of the same genre or style. 

 Analyze and describe usage of musical elements in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Explain and cite examples of how characteristic elements, artistic processes (such as 

imagination and craftsmanship), and organizational principles (such as unity/variety and 

repetition/contrast) are used in similar or distinctive ways in the various arts disciplines. 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others  involved in the production 

and presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 
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 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musician associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who 

have functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those 

individuals. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that define its aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context. 

 Identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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GUITAR ENSEMBLE 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators:  

 Compose music, demonstrating technical skill in applying the principles of composition. 

 Arrange pieces for instruments other than those for which the pieces were written in ways 

that preserve or enhance the  

 Expressive effect of the music. 

 Demonstrate proficiency in the use of computer notation and sequencing programs to 

compose and arrange music for instruments. 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in 

major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 Improvise original melodies in a variety of styles, over given chord progressions, each in 

a consistent style, meter, and tonality improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing 

parts in a variety of styles. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble 

skills. 

 Perform in small ensembles. 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of 

instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of four, on a scale of one to six. 

 

READ and utilize content in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Demonstrate the ability to read an instrumental score of two to four staves by describing 

how the elements of music are used. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of two on a scale 

of one to six. 

 Interpret nonstandard notation symbols used by some contemporary composers. 

 Demonstrate the ability to read a full instrumental score by describing how the elements 

of music are used and explaining all transpositions and clefs. 

 Sight-read, accurately and expressively, music with a level of difficulty of three on a 

scale of one to six 
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 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in 

major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music. 

 Identify and explain compositional devices and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works 

that make similar uses of these devices and techniques.  

 Demonstrate the ability to perceive and remember musical occurrences by listening to 

and describing in detail significant events in a given example. 

 Compare how musical materials are used in a given example, relative to how they are 

used in other works of the same genre or style. 

 Analyze and describe usage of musical elements in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Explain and cite examples of how characteristic elements, artistic processes (such as 

imagination and craftsmanship), and organizational principles (such as unity/variety and 

repetition/contrast) are used in similar or distinctive ways in the various arts disciplines. 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 
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 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and 

presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musician associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who 

have functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those 

individuals. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that define its aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context. 

 Identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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WORLD PERCUSSION 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion.  

Indicators; 

 Compose music, demonstrating creativity in using the elements of music for expressive 

effect. 

 Compose and arrange music for instruments other than their own, demonstrating 

knowledge of the ranges and traditional uses of the sound sources. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning.  

Indicators: 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a large and varied repertoire of 

instrumental literature with a level of difficulty of three, on a scale of one to six. 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble 

skills. 

 Perform in small ensembles. 

 Improvise rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies and melodies in 

major and minor keys. 

 Improvise original melodies over given chord progressions, each in a consistent style, 

meter, and tonality. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the technical vocabulary of music. 

 Identify and explain compositional devices and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works 

that make similar uses of these devices and techniques.  

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 
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CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Explain and cite examples of how characteristic elements, artistic processes (such as 

imagination and craftsmanship), and organizational principles (such as unity/variety and 

repetition/contrast) are used in similar or distinctive ways in the various arts disciplines. 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musician associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who 

have functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those 

individuals. 

 



  CHS 

Litchfield School District                           Approved 4/2016                                          50 

 

Music Exploration 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators:  

 Compose music demonstrating creativity in using the elements of music for expressive 

effect. 

 Arrange simple pieces for acoustic or electronic instruments. 

 Apply computer and electronic technology in composing and arranging music. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Apply standard and nontraditional notation to record their musical ideas and the musical 

ideas of others. 

 Read notated rhythms on classroom rhythm instruments. 

 Read an instrumental or vocal score of up to four staves. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Understand the technical vocabulary of music (such as Italian terms, form, harmony, and 

tempo markings). 

 Identify and explain compositional devises and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work. 

 Analyze and describe musical elements used in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 
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CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare the characteristics of two or more art forms within a particular historical period 

or style and cite examples from various cultures. 

 Explain how the principles and subject matter of various disciplines outside the arts 

interrelate with those of music. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and 

presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Compare the uses of characteristic elements and organizational principles among the 

various arts disciplines. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musicians associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who have 

functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those individuals. 
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Advanced Studies in Music 

 

CREATE musical ideas and works through concept, development, and completion. 

Indicators: 

 Compose music which demonstrates creativity in using the elements of music for 

expressive effect. 

 Compose music which demonstrates technical skill in applying the principles of 

composition (including part-writing rules and counterpoint). 

 Compose and arrange music for voices and instruments other than their own, 

demonstrating knowledge of the ranges and traditional uses of the sound sources. 

 Demonstrate proficiency in the use of computer notation and sequencing programs to 

compose and arrange music for voices and instruments. 

 

READ and utilize content presented in the visual media of musical notation. 

Indicators: 

 Read a full vocal score by describing how the elements of music are used and explaining 

all clefs. 

 Read a full instrumental score by describing how the elements of music are used and 

explaining all transpositions and clefs. 

 Identify and notate Major, minor, augmented, and diminished intervals. 

 Analyze music using Roman numerals to identify tonality and harmonic progression, 

including cadences and inversions. 

 

PRESENT musical works through selection, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, demonstrating well-developed ensemble skills 

such as balance, intonation, rhythmic unity, and/or part singing. 

 

RESPOND to musical works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Listen to given musical examples from diverse genres and cultures and analyze the 

musical elements and expressive devices used. 

 Apply the technical vocabulary of music (such as Italian terms, form, harmony, and tempo 

markings). 
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 Identify and explain compositional devises and techniques that are used to provide 

unity/variety and tension/release in a musical work, and give examples of other works that 

make similar uses of these devices and techniques. 

 Analyze and describe musical elements used in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Demonstrate the ability to perceive and remember musical occurrences by listening to and 

describing in detail significant events in a given example. 

 Compare how musical materials are used in a given example, relative to how they are used 

in other works of the same genre or style. 

 Analyze and describe usage of musical elements in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Apply specific criteria for making informed, critical evaluations of the quality and 

effectiveness of performances, compositions, arrangements, and improvisations. 

 Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation by comparing it to 

similar or exemplary models. 

 Evaluate a given musical work in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the musical 

tools it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 

 

CONNECT musical ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others  involved in the production 

and presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Classify music by culture or historical period based on characteristic styles or genres, and 

justify their classification. 

 Identify sources of, trace the evolution of, and identify well-known musicians associated 

with American music genres. 

 Identify various roles that musicians perform, identify representative individuals who have 

functioned in each role, and describe the activities and achievements of those individuals. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given musical work that define its aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context. 

 Identify and describe music genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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Dance Exploration 

 

CREATE works of choreography by applying concepts, developing ideas, and completing 

dance pieces. 

Indicators: 

 Identify use of space, time, force, body, movement, and form in live and/or video 

performance exemplars. 

 Identify use of space, time, force, body, movement, and form in teacher-choreographed 

routines for each genre unit (ballet, tap, and jazz/Broadway). 

 Apply choreography concepts in student-created works from one to three minutes in 

length within the hip-hop genre unit. 

 Describe with specificity the choreographic elements in use within those student-created 

works. 

 

PRESENT dance steps at the introductory level, as well as complete refined dance pieces in 

order to convey meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Present all five ballet positions with technical accuracy. 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a number of non-locomotor and 

locomotor ballet steps: tendu, demi-plié, grand plié, relevé, battement, grand battement, 

sauté, échappé sauté, glissade, assemble, chainé, jeté, and chainé. 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a number of non-locomotor and 

locomotor foundational tap steps: toe, heel, step, hop, jump, stamp, stomp, scuffle, shuffle, 

and flap. 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a number of non-locomotor and 

locomotor combination tap steps: paradiddle, shuffle-ball-change, Irish, double Irish, flap-

ball-change, flap-heel-heel, Maxi Ford, Buffalo, and cramp roll. 

 Perform with expression and technical accuracy a number of non-locomotor and 

locomotor jazz/Broadway steps: step-touch, grapevine, three-step-turn, pivot turn, jazz 

square, lindy-ball-change, scissors, pirouette, and pas de bourrée. 
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RESPOND to dance through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Analyze and describe usage of dance elements in a given work that make it unique and 

expressive. 

 Evaluate a given dance performance piece in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain 

the choreographic elements it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 

 

CONNECT dance styles, concepts, and icons to societal, cultural, and historical context as 

well as personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Research and present information regarding icons of dance including their cultural and 

historical context and significance within and beyond the world of dance. 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and 

presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given dance performance piece that define 

its aesthetic tradition and its historical and cultural context. 

 Identify and describe dance genres or styles that show the influence of two or more 

cultural traditions, identify the cultural source of each influence, and trace the historical 

conditions that produced the synthesis of influences. 
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Introduction to Acting 

 

CREATE dramatic characters, ideas, and works through concept, development, and 

completion. 

Indicators: 

 Create and identify characters and ideas using only vocal communication. 

 Create and identify characters and ideas using only physical communication. 

 Synthesize vocal and physical communication in order to create characters and ideas. 

 Collaborate with peers to improvise one-to-three minute scenes under specific given 

parameters. 

 Collaborate with peers to present one-to-three minute scripted scenes employing vocal and 

physical character choices to convey meaning. 

  

PRESENT dramatic works through selecting, refinement, and conveying meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Present scripted monologues of teacher selection, identifying character elements and 

development within specific script sections. 

 Present scripted monologues of student selection, identifying character elements and 

development within specific script sections. 

 Collaborate with peers and teacher to selected scripted group scenes. 

 Organize and run peer group rehearsals in order to refine scripted group scenes. 

 Collaborate with peers to present one-to-three minute scripted scenes employing vocal and 

physical character choices to convey meaning. 

 

RESPOND to dramatic works through analysis, evaluation, and interpretation of meaning. 

Indicators: 

 Identify theatrical elements in a dramatic work using appropriate and discipline-specific 

terminology. 

 Analyze and describe usage of acting elements in a given theatrical work that make it 

unique and expressive. 

 Evaluate a given theatrical in terms of its aesthetic qualities and explain the dramatic 

elements it uses to evoke feelings and emotions. 
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CONNECT dramatic ideas and works to societal, cultural, and historical context as well as 

personal experiences. 

Indicators: 

 Research and present information regarding acting icons including their cultural and 

historical context and significance within and beyond the world of theater. 

 Compare the characteristic elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles 

among the arts in different historical periods and cultures. 

 Explain how the roles of creators, performers, and others involved in the production and 

presentation of the arts are similar to and different from one another. 

 Identify and explain the stylistic features of a given dramatic work that define its aesthetic 

tradition and its historical and cultural context. 
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NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS 

www.nationalartsstandards.org 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 1:  Students will generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

Musical composition is a creative activity that allows for uniquely personal expression and 

communication.   

(Litchfield School District Competency—CREATE) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 2:  Students will organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

Students who compose and arrange are synthesizing many musical ideas and notation 

concepts as they organize and develop their own works. 

(Litchfield School District Competency—CREATE) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 3:  Students will refine and complete artistic work. 

Students who compose and arrange are synthesizing many musical ideas and notation 

concepts as they refine and complete their own works. 

(Litchfield School District Competency—CREATE) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 4:  Students will analyze, interpret, and select artistic work for 

presentation. 

When students are involved in repertoire selection, they must activate prior knowledge and 

utilize reason in order to make informed choices and to craft a program which is balanced 

and appropriate. 

 (Litchfield School District Competency—PRESENT) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 5:  Students will develop and refine artistic work for presentation. 

In cultures throughout history, singing and playing music has been a basic means of 

communication and musical expression.  For students, vocal/instrumental performance 

facilitates effective communication and allows participation in valuable school and 

community activities. 

(Litchfield School District Competency—PRESENT) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 6:  Students will convey meaning through the presentation of 

artistic work. 

In cultures throughout history, singing and playing music has been a basic means of 

communication and musical expression.  For students, vocal/instrumental performance 

provides opportunities for individual and collective expression of meaning. 

 (Litchfield School District Competency—PRESENT) 
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ANCHOR STANDARD 7:  Students will perceive and analyze artistic work. 

When students are critical consumers of musical performance, they gain knowledge and skill 

in assessing its quality and effectiveness. As students analyze music of various styles, 

they apply critical thinking skills and enhance their own communication abilities. 

 (Litchfield School District Competency—RESPOND) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 8:  Students will interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 

When students are critical consumers of musical performance, they gain knowledge and skill 

in assessing its quality and effectiveness. As students interpret artistic intent and musical 

meaning, they apply critical thinking skills and enhance their own communication 

abilities. 

 (Litchfield School District Competency—RESPOND) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 9:  Students will apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 

When students are critical consumers of musical performance, they gain knowledge and skill 

in assessing its quality and effectiveness. As students evaluate music of various styles 

based upon criteria including specific musical elements, they apply critical thinking skills 

and enhance their own communication abilities. 

(Litchfield School District Competency—RESPOND) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 10:  Students will synthesize and relate knowledge and personal 

experiences to make art. 

As students approach art in creation and presentation, they necessarily bring their own 

personal frames of reference. Student creations, presentations and responses should all 

be imbued with that individual knowledge and experience. 

(Litchfield School District Competency—CONNECT) 

 

ANCHOR STANDARD 11:  Students will relate artistic ideas and works with societal, 

cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding. 

Music reflects the setting and culture in which it was created and/or performed.  By relating 

music to its roots, student knowledge about both the music and its culture of origin are 

expanded.   

(Litchfield School District Competency—CONNECT) 


















